WCO reforms the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature January 1, 2012 as follows:

The following conditions have accelerated making the 2012 HS Reform a perfect storm to derail a company’s supply chain:  (1) total world trade volume has nearly doubled since the last reform in 2007; (2) automation in international trade is far more prevalent; and (3) increased government oversight/regulations. Preparing now for the looming changes can help businesses avoid a slowing of the international purchase-to-delivery supply chain, incorrect tariff classification of goods, incorrect declarations of duties and taxes due, and inaccurate records.


2012 WCO HS Reform by the Numbers:

204 – Number of amendments
53 – Number of different HS chapters impacted
39 – Number of legal notes impacted
108 – Number of different headings
1266 – Number of unique 10-digit HTSUS numbers changing
175 – Number of sub-headings impacted
329 – Number of sub-headings added
38 – Number of sub-headings changed


Supporting Resources:  WCO website - http://www.wcoomd.org

