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Similarly, pursuant to section 625(c)(2), Tariff Act of 1930 (19 US.C.
1625 (¢)(2)), as amended by Title VI, Customs is revoking any treat-
‘ment previously accorded by Customs to substantially identical trans-
actions. This treatment may, among other reasons, have been the result
of the importer's reliance on a ruling issued to a third party, Customs
‘personnel applyinga ruling of a third party to importations of the same
or similar merchandise, or the importer’s or Customs previous inter-
pretation of the HTSUS. Any person involved in substantially identical
transactions should have advised Customs during the comment period.
An importer’s reliance on a treatment of substantially identical trans-
actions o on a specific ruling concerning the merchandise covered by
this notice which was not identified in this notice may raise the rebut-
table presumption of lack of reasonable care on the part of the importer
or its agents for importations of merchandise subsequent to the effec-
tive date of this final decision.

Pursuant to 19 US.C. 1625(c)(1), Customs s revoking and/or modify-
ing NY 806603, NY 806462, NY 832721, HQ 962031, and any other rul-
ingnot specifically identified in order to reflect the proper classification
of the merchandise pursuant to the analysis set forth in HQ 964565, HQ
964566, HQ 964567 and HQ 964568, which are attached to this docu-
‘ment. Additionally, pursuant to 19 US.C. 1625(c)(2), Customs is revok-
ing any treatment previously accorded by the Customs Service to
substantially identical transactions.

Inaccordance with 19 US.C. 1625(c),this ruling will become effective
60 days after publication in the CUSTOMS BULLETIN.

Dated: May 14, 2001.

GarL A HaviLL,
(for John Durant, Director,
Commercial Rulings Division.)

[Attachments]
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REVOCATION AND MODIFICATION OF RULING LETTERS AND
TREATMENT RELATING TO TARIFF CLASSIFICATION OF
LAMINATED FLOORING

AGENCY: US. Customs Service, Department of the Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of revocation and modification of ruling letters and re-
vocation of treatment relating to the tariff classification of certain lami-
nated flooring.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 625(c), Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C.

1625(c)), as amended by section 623 of Title VI (Customs Moderniza-

tion) of the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation

Act (Pub. L. 103-182, 107 Stat. 2057), this notice advises interested par-
ties that Customs is revoking and/or modifying ruling letters pertain-
ing to the tariff classification of laminated flooring under the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS). Customs is
also revoking any treatment previously accorded by Customs to sub-

stantially identical transactions. Notice of the proposed actions was
published on December 20, 2000, in Volume 34, Number 51, of the Cus-
‘ToMS BULLETIN. Customs received twenty-one comments in response to
the notice.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This action is effective for merchandise entered or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption on or after July 30, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rebecca Hollaway, Tex-
tile Classification Branch, at (202) 927-2394.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
BACKGROUND

On December 8, 1993, Title VI, (Customs Modernization), of the
North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (Pub. L.
103-182, 107 Stat. 2057), (hereinafter “Title VI”), became effective.
Title VI amended many sections of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended,
and related laws. Two new concepts that emerge from the law are “in-
formed compliance” and “shared responsibility.” These concepts
are premised on the idea that in order to maximize voluntary com-
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pliance with Customs laws and regulations, the trade community needs
to be clearly and completely informed of its legal obligations. Accord-

ingly, the law imposes a greater obligation on Customs to provide the
public with improved information concerning the trade community’s

responsibilities and rights under the Customs and related laws. In addi-
tion, both the trade and Customs share responsibility in carrying out
import requirements. For example, under section 484 of the Tariff Act
0f1930, as amended (19 US.C. 1484), the importer of record is responsi-
bl for using reasonable care to enter, classify and value imported mer-
chandise, and provide any other information necessary to enable
Customs to properly assess duties, collect accurate statistics and deter-
‘mine whether any other applicable legal requirement is met.

Pursuant to section 625(c)(1), Tariff Act of 1930 (19 USC.
1625(c)(1)), as amended by Title VI, notice proposing to revoke and/or
‘modify NY 806603, dated February 24, 1995, NY 806462, dated Febru-
ary 24, 1995, NY 832721, dated November 10, 1998, HQ 962031, dated
February 17, 1999, and {o revoke any treatment accorded to substan-
tially identical merchandise was published in the December 20, 2000,
CusToms BULLETIN, Volume 34, Number 51. As explained in the notice
published on February 21, 2001 in Vol. 35, No. 8 of the CusToms BULLE-
TN, the period within which to submit comments on this proposal was
extended to March 23, 2001. Customs received a total of twenty-one
comments

In the above-ited cases Customs classified certain plywood and/or
laminated flooring in subheading 4418.30, HTSUS, because it had a
face made of multiple veneer strips of wood. Based on our analysis of the
scope of the terms of heading 4412 and heading 4418 and the amend.
‘ments to the Explanatory Notes to those headings, which are fully ex-
plained in the attached rulings revoking and/or modifying NY 806603,
NY 806462, NY 832721 and HQ 962031, it is now Customs position that.
laminated wood flooring is classifiable in heading 4412, HTSUS, re-
gardless of whether the face consists of one or more strips of wood ve-
neers.

‘Two comments supported the proposed changes in classification. The.
‘majority of comments opposing the proposed changes in classification
concerned the increase in import duties that may adversely effect for-
eign and USS. suppliers and U.S. consumers. These economic concerns,
however, donot provide alegal basis to support classification of the lam.
inated flooring in heading 4418, HTSUS,

As stated in the proposed notice, this revocation and modification
will cover any rulings on the subject merchandise which may exist but.
which have not been specifically identified. Any party who has received
an interpretive ruling or decision (i.e., ruling letter, internal advice
‘memorandum or decision or protest review decision) on the merchan-
dise subject to this notice should have advised Customs during the com-
‘ment period.




