[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Tell us a little bit about DeLeon Trade and what you specifically do at the company.

DeLeon Trade is a U.S. Customs compliance and International Trade consulting firm focused on assisting importers navigate the complexity of U.S. Customs import regulations and programs.
 
Our team of trade auditors consists of former U.S. Customs auditors and U.S. Customs audit supervisors with experience across multiple industries and commodities.  We have extensive experience assisting importers with multiple facets of the import compliance process; this includes assistance with Focused Assessment Audits, Risk Assessments, Post Entry Audits, Quick Response Audits, Statistical Sampling Plan Development and Execution, Customs Reconciliation Program, Importer Self Assessment Program and with Development and Implementation of Import Compliance Programs and Manuals.

2) My favorite question - how did you get into the business?

I was recruited to join U.S. Customs Regulatory Audit in 1995 after graduating with an accounting degree.  I spent 12 exciting years with CBP ultimately as Assistant Field Director for the Chicago Field Office.  I began my consulting practice after moving to Texas in 2007 and officially launched DeLeon Trade LLC in February 2010 as demand for our services continued to grow.  We are now six full-time employees located across three major cities.

3) What do you see as the biggest one or two challenges facing international trade professionals today?

The growing complexity of rules and regulations is definitely at the top of the list.  Professionals need to continuously stay abreast of the latest developments in their field.  Lack of resources is also a major issue with more and more compliance professionals wearing multiple hats which sometime compete with one another.  We pride ourselves in helping importers conduct risk assessments so that they can focus their limited resources on the area of greatest risk.

4) Who would be your fantasy dinner companion, either in or out of the business, and why?

My husband of course.  He continues to be my gift from above!

5) Your thoughts on the role ICPA plays in helping international trade professionals.

It provides a great forum for interaction and sharing of knowledge and experience for international trade professionals.  
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