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In a letter dated July 16, 1981, you inquired as to the dutiable status of Vinegar produced in Canada.

The vinegar under consideration is stated to be produced from fermented grape juice and is commonly known as wine vinegar. While this vinegar is stated to be I3O to 150 grain strength the method of measurement of vinegar strength employed in the Tariff Schedules of the United States is that of proof. The standard of proof for vinegar is defined in Schedule 1, Part 15, Subpart B, Headnote 2 of the Tariff Schedules as being four percent by weight of acetic acid. Consequently, a gallon of vinegar which is four percent by weight acetic acid would constitute one proof gallon of vinegar, while a gallon of vinegar which is eight percent by weight acetic acid would constitute two proof gallons for tariff purpose.

1 Wine vinegar is classifiable under the provision tor vinegar, other than malt vinegar in item 182.58, Tariff Schedules of the United States, and dutiable at the rate of 3 cents per proof gallon.

This ruling is being issued under the provisions of Section 177.1 (a)(l) of the Customs Regulations (19 CFR 177.l(a(l)).
