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Conflict Minerals Information Request


Dear Supplier, 

The intent of this letter is to inform you of recent U.S. legislation impacting industries to which you may supply products and materials, and to kindly request your full cooperation in addressing this important matter. 
                                                                                  
In July 2010, President Obama signed into law the Dodd Frank Act. Section 1502 imposes requirements on manufacturers if their products contain “Conflict Minerals”, which include cassiterite (tin), wolframite (tungsten), Columbite-tantalite (tantalum) and gold. The new legislation will require all manufacturing companies publicly traded in the U.S. to report annually to the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) whether they use cassiterite (tin), wolframite (tungsten), Columbite-tantalite (tantalum) and gold that originated from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) or an adjoining country. 
Companies are required to conduct due diligence inquiries in their supply chains. This will necessitate supplier cooperation to determine whether products contain conflict minerals from the DRC or an adjoining country. Tesco has established a due diligence process for identifying and managing the sourcing of cassiterite (tin), wolframite (tungsten), Columbite-tantalite (tantalum) and gold. Please review the OECD guidance for additional information.  

You are receiving this letter because we require our suppliers to share information regardless of whether those suppliers are subject to the SEC requirements. It is our intention to do what we can to ensure that the products and components in our supply chain do not contain metals which have contributed to the conflict in the DRC. 

We ask you to take the following actions: 
· Determine which of your products / components contain cassiterite (tin), wolframite (tungsten), Columbite-tantalite (tantalum) and/or gold 
· Identify all the smelters in your supply chain that supply the tin, tantalum, tungsten and/or gold. If you don’t source directly from smelters, please pass on this request to your suppliers (and they may have to pass it on to their suppliers) and ask them to inform you of the smelters in your supply chain. 
· Report back to Tesco the required information on the smelters used and the sources of the conflict minerals.




We recognize that it may be difficult for your company to identify the country or mine of origin for the metals that you use. Nevertheless we request you to begin investigations now and to report back to ______ on your progress. 


About the Dodd-Frank Act: 

In 2010, a U.S. federal law was passed concerning “Conflict Minerals” (tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold) originating from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) or an adjoining country. The SEC has published the final rule associated with the disclosure of the source of conflict minerals by U.S. publicly traded companies, which you can read here. The rule references the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas which guides suppliers to establish policies, due diligence frameworks, and management systems.


Please feel free to contact us should you have any further questions.
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