Preference Criteria "A"

The purchase of a good from a vendor located in the NAFTA territory does not necessarily render it “wholly obtained or produced”.  According to Article 415 of the NAFTA “Wholly obtained or produced” means…Goods wholly obtained or produced means the materials were obtained from earth, sea, or air of a NAFTA territory.  The good must be extracted, grown, harvested, born, raised, caught, trapped or hunted in the NAFTA territory.
A. Wholly obtained or produced entirely 
A good qualifies if all the materials, components, parts, etc. which are used to manufacture or produce the item are wholly produced in one or more of the NAFTA countries. This includes all materials brought from suppliers in any of the NAFTA countries. To qualify under this criterion, an audit trail proving the source of each and every item or ingredient is required. 

NOTE:  This is applicable for goods wholly obtained from a NAFTA territory (for example: fish, ores, corn, etc.).  The mere purchase of a good in the NAFTA territory does not necessarily render it "wholly obtained or produced." 

*By indicating A you state: “I can track the goods back to the NAFTA territory (i.e.: mined, fished, harvested) in the US, Canada, or Mexico.”

